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In reading Dr. Sears' concise but nonetheless informative evaluation of Charles Darwin and the theory of evolution one senses that the author is attempting more than a cursory review of the subject matter. Yet it is quite difficult to derive a consistent argument with valid conclusions from his book. Dr. Sears, realizing that knowledge without morality can wreak destruction on mankind, makes a valiant effort to establish an objective basis for moral judgment. There must be a universal source of agreement and an understanding of brotherhood; this, he feels, can come from the fact of the common descent of man as proclaimed in the theory of evolution and, to a somewhat limited extent, from science. Even religion is to "square itself at the start with the physical and biological verities." Yet, science can give no objective foundation to religion for "religion deals with much that is beyond the present reach of science." Herein is a dilemma which is not resolved.
Perhaps if we examine ethical behavior on a broader basis, we may still hope to discover the universal principle Dr. Sears urgently demands. He tells us that conduct is based upon man's conception of the kind of universe of which he is a part. Further, every human culture has its own conception of the universe, and its standards of "enlightened ethical behavior" are based upon that concept. Thus it becomes necessary to insist that each culture have the same basic concept of the universe.
